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November 26. Field-Marshal Sir Harold Alexander appointed Supreme
Commander, Mediterranean Theatre.

Germans lost 122 fighters when U.S. bombers attacked
oil and railway targets.

November 27. Mr. Corddl Hull, U.S. Secretary of State, resigned
through ill-health.

R.d.F. again breached Dortmund-Ems Canal.

November 28. U.S. Third Army captured 13 small towns in the Saar
region, and the U.S. Ninth Army reached the banks of
the River Roer.

Demonstrations in  Canada against conscription for
overseas service.

November 29. The King and Queen opened sixth war Session of Parlia-
ment.

Russians launched new offensive in Southern Hungary.
November 30.    Antwerp was reopened to Allied shipping.

U.S. Ninth Army launched a new attack north-west
ofjulich.

[November 29, 1944.

EVERYONE will agree that this has been a long Parliament.
We need not embark on historical controversy as to the claims
to continuous life which could be put forward on behalf of a Parliament
much longer than this, but I am very glad that the closing Session
of this long ten years* Parliament should show all due respect for the
traditional and ceremonial occasions which ignorant, unthinking
people who have not meditated upon these matters or studied the true
movement of events and of forces in the human breast might easily
regard as meaningless punctilio. Here in the Speech from the Throne
and in the Debate on the Address may be seen all the workings
of the British Constitution, or all the principal workings. The Sovereign,
advised by His Ministers, delivers the Gracious Speech. The House
then proceed to express their thanks, but have a perfect right to move
Amendments saying that they regret that this or that has been put
into or left out of the Gracious Speech, and if they carry such an
Amendment, the Government of the clay is defeated on a major point of
confidence, and it is not easy to conceive a situation in which they
could continue to retain their office, I have on another occasion
reminded the House that this Debate on the Address is the beginning
of what is called " the grand inquest of the nation." A new Session
begins, and at this moment and in this process of the Address, there